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                             Character Analysis Jay Gatsby in the novel The Great Gatsby
The title character of The Great Gatsby, is Jay Gatsby, a youthful man in his thirties that stands out as a wealthy man living in a Gothic mansion in West Egg (Ryzhenko et al, 193-196). Jay Gatsby is famous for the lavish parties he throws on weekends, but that also plays into his characteristics as a person and the values and beliefs he holds. Jay Gatsby's lifestyle acquires him a legendary celebrity who dines with powerful men and women and is surrounded by luxury. Early in the novel, Jay Gatsby comes out as a charming young man who is gracious but also mysterious. The novel goes on to unravel the physical aspects of the title character and how they influence his behavior.  
Jay Gatsby was raised on a small farm in, Midwest in North Dakota, and his original name was “James Gatz.” He’s upbringing and the decision to change his name developed a man keen to running away from his past and creating a better future for himself. As seen in his behavior and actions, Jay was a dreamer, from a young age, who was determined to be successful. Gatsby, in the beginning of the novel, is a charming man although with a “blank” appearance that explains little about him, or rather hides his true self. The blank expression, however, plays into his ability to transition into different characters in the novel (Ryzhenko et al. 193-196).
Jay was exposed to the lifestyle of the wealthy that influence his behavior, when he worked for a rich man named Dan Cody. The opportunity leads Jay to adjusting to a lavish lifestyle and developing a physical and mental state of a rich person. The unfortunate incident of Dan’s death set off Gatsby with no money yet with the zeal of living a wealthy life. The psychological effects such as stress, and insecurity then manifest into Jay’s physical appearance as he adjusts himself to look like the life he wants to live.  
Jay is portrayed as one with the ability to transform his dreams and goals into reality, just as he portrayed at the beginning of the novel (Toyibah, 1). Gatsby, while by himself, reinvents himself to “Jay Gatsby” and creates his character as well as his past. Gatsby falls in love with one charming Daisy, a course that would lead Gatsby to fall deep into his reinvented character as he does everything in pursuit of Daisy’s heart. Gatsby is commendable for his relentless pursuit of money as a way to win over Daisy. Gatsby can reinvent himself into “greatness,” just as the title of the novel implies.
As more and more information about Gatsby comes into the light, the more it is clear about Jay’s behaviors and actions. His wealth is not acquired from an inheritance, as he led people to believe, but rather from past criminal activities. Although Gatsby was innocent and pure, his actions showed naivety and they were also non-functional. Gatsby manifests his desires through the aggressive physical behavior and gets involved in shady businesses such as illegally selling liquor. Gatsby buys a big mansion, expensive cars and throws lavish parties intending to win Daisy back. Gatsby’s actions, however, start to come out more as naïve and childish while to him, he believes he is only being romantic. This behavior shows Gatsby, though ambitious, unrealistic in his dreams and blind to the illusion that Daisy is perfect with no flaws. His life is corrupt with wealth and unrealistic and unworthy goals and is compared to the crumbling American dream in the 1920s (Ryzhenko et al. 193-196). 
Gatsby has a headstrong attitude that blinds him, he falls further and further away from reality and is trapped in a dream that eventually leads to his death.  Gatsby ego does not allow him to stop for a second on his pursuit of Daisy to the point of standing outside her house to express his feelings. Gatsby is unable to see the reality in which he lives in and his ambitions become fatal (Toyibah, 1). This behavior leads the reader to understand that as much as Gatsby tried to run away from his humble past, he ironically tries to relive his past with Daisy and goes to an extreme extend. 
Throughout the novel, Gatsby’s personality is developed progressively as one idea about himself is explained then switched to another as his past is unraveled. The past brings a better understanding of the mysterious personality through his physical appearance that was handed to the reader in the beginning. This method of unraveling Gatsby is synonymous with Gatsby himself as he has a way of transitioning from one personality to another with great ease that makes people believe what he chooses them to see. Gatsby’s greatness, however, leads to his downfall as he is now trapped in a dream to which he has to keep up with at the cost of reality.
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